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HDB Techceleration 2026 
 

HDB Techceleration is a flagship event organised by the Karnataka Digital 

Economy Mission (KDEM) to drive technology-led growth in Karnataka's 

emerging clusters beyond Bengaluru. The event is a dynamic forum where 

startups, investors, academia and industry leaders exchange ideas, 

showcase innovation and forge impactful collaborations. 

 

HDB Techceleration 2026 carries this momentum forward to the Hubballi-

Dharwad-Belagavi cluster - one of the state's most promising innovation 

corridors - with sector-focused sessions, startup showcases and ecosystem-

building initiatives. 
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Beyond Bengaluru HDB BLUE 2026 
 

10:30 AM – 12:30 PM  •  2nd September 2026  •  CTIE KLE 

Bharath Chandra B K 
AVP, Startups & Innovations, KDEM 

 

SECTION 1: PROGRAM & EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Strategic Vision & 

Regional Mandate 

The Beyond Bengaluru 

initiative is a flagship 

program of the 

Karnataka Digital 

Economy Mission 

(KDEM). It is executed in 

active collaboration with 

the Department of 

Electronics, IT, BT, and 

S&T, Government of 

Karnataka, and the 

Karnataka Innovation & 

Technology Society 

(KITS). Its primary 

mission is to decentralize the state’s technological and economic growth by 

nurturing product-based ecosystems, supporting regional innovators, and 

bridging the gap between Tier-2/3 entrepreneurs and institutional venture 

capital.  

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

The HDB BLUE 2026 edition specifically targets the Hubballi–Dharwad–

Belagavi cluster, encompassing seven dynamic districts: Belagavi, Dharwad, 

Gadag, Haveri, Bagalkot, Vijayapura, and Uttara Kannada.  

 

The quantitative metrics and key performance indicators for the 2026 

application cycle are summarized below: 

 

Key Performance 
Indicator 

Quantitative 
Metric 

Strategic Significance 

Total Applications 
Received 

99 Startups  
 

Comprehensive coverage 
across all HDB districts  
 

Screening Cohort 
57 Startups 
(57.6%)  
 

Rigorous preliminary and 
multi-juror evaluation pool  
 

Scored Startups 
(Active) 

42 Startups  
 

Completed multi-juror 
scoring evaluations  
 

Pending Reviews 15 Startups  
 

Scheduled for final panel 
calibration  
 

Overall Scored Mean 54.34 / 100  
 

Baseline cohort quality 
indicator  
 

Day 2 Scored Mean 60.45 / 100  
 

Reflects higher late-stage 
venture maturity  
 

Top Cluster Score 82.00 / 100  
 

Achieved by RevoNext 
Automations Pvt Ltd  
 

Top Shortlisted 
Cohort 

11 Elite Startups  
 

Selected for final investor 
pitch showcase  
 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

SECTION 2: PRE-PITCH CAPACITY BUILDING & MASTERCLASS 

INTEGRATION 

 

Masterclass Overview 

Prior to the pitching sessions, KDEM in collaboration with Kalaari Capital 

hosted an exclusive Startup Masterclass.  

• Masterclass: Mr. Subhadeep Mondal, Kalaari Capital.  

• Target Audience: Shortlisted founders.  

• Core Objective: To deconstruct institutional venture evaluation 

criteria and equip founders with advanced valuation, pitching, and 

scaling frameworks.  

Key Curriculum Modules 

1. Venture Evaluation Frameworks: Understanding how institutional 

VCs evaluate early-stage businesses.  

2. Investment Readiness & Valuation: Deep insights into financial 

modeling and TAM-SAM-SOM market sizing methodologies.  

3. Pitch Deck Storytelling: Structuring concise presentations 

highlighting customer pain points and go-to-market execution.  

4. Founder-to-Investor Negotiation: Navigating term sheet mechanics 

and governance standards.  

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

SECTION 3: ECOSYSTEM DIVERSITY & LEGAL STRUCTURES 

 

Regulatory Compliance & State Registrations 

Breakdown of business structuring across the 99 applicant entities: 

Registration 
Category 

Count Percentage 
Share 

Strategic 
Implication 

DPIIT Registration 
63 
Startups  
 

63.6%  
 

High formal 
recognition by central 
industrial bodies  
 

Startup 
Karnataka 
Registration 

68 
Startups  
 

68.7%  
 

Strong active 
alignment with state 
policy frameworks  
 

Prior BLUE 
Participation 

4 
Startups  
 

4.0%  
 

Indicates positive long-
term ecosystem 
retention  
 

Women-Founded 
/ Co-Founded 

49 
Startups  
 

49.5%  
 

Exceptional gender 
inclusivity in regional 
tech ventures  
 

 

Legal Entity Breakdown 

• Private Limited Company (Pvt. Ltd.): 65 startups (65.7%).  

• Limited Liability Partnership (LLP): 19 startups (19.2%).  

• Proprietorship: 5 startups (5.1%).  

• One Person Company (OPC): 4 startups (4.0%).  

• Partnership / Pre-incorporation: 6 entities (6.0%).  

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

SECTION 4: TECHNOLOGY READINESS LEVEL (TRL) & 

COMMERCIAL TRACTION 

 

TRL Distribution 

TRL 
Band Definition & Stage Count Percentage 

Share 

TRL 9 
Actual system proven through 
successful commercial 
operations  
 

17 
Startups  
 

17.2%  
 

TRL 8 
System complete and qualified 
through test and demonstration  
 

16 
Startups  
 

16.2%  
 

TRL 7 
System prototype demonstration 
in operational environment  
 

10 
Startups  
 

10.1%  
 

TRL 6 
System/subsystem model or 
prototype demonstration  
 

17 
Startups  
 

17.2%  
 

TRL 1 – 
5 

Foundational research, lab-scale 
validation, and component 
testing  
 

39 
Startups  
 

39.4%  
 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

SECTION 5: SECTOR MAPPING & INDUSTRIAL DISTRIBUTION 

Sector Classification 
Active 

Application 
Count 

Percentage 
Share 

IT / ITES 22 Startups  
 

22.2% 

Agriculture & Agri-Tech 10 Startups  
 

10.1% 

Clean-Tech & Smart-City 9 Startups  
 

9.1% 

Electronics, System Design & 
Manufacturing (ESDM) 

9 Startups  
 

9.1% 

Healthcare & Med-Tech 10 Startups  
 

10.1% 

Banking & Finance (Fintech) 6 Startups  
 

6.1% 

Ed-Tech 5 Startups  
 

5.1% 

Automotive, EV & Fuel-Based 4 Startups  
 

4.0% 

Food & Beverages / Food 
Processing 

4 Startups  
 

4.0% 

Industrial Machinery & 
Manufacturing 

4 Startups  
 

4.0% 

Marketing & Digital Media 4 Startups  
 

4.0% 

Human Resources & Tech 3 Startups  
 

3.0% 

Aerospace & Defense 2 Startups  
 

2.0% 

Consulting, Operations, Legal, 
AVGC, Biotech & Others 

7 Startups  
 

7.1% 



                                                                                                 
 

SECTION 6: JURY EVALUATION ANALYTICS & SCREENING 

METHODOLOGY 

Evaluation Criteria & Rubric 

Startups were evaluated across a 100-point rubric spanning Team Strength 

(15%), Value Proposition (10%), Scalability (15%), Proof of Concept/TRL (10%), 

Market Size (15%), Monetization Model (10%), Defensibility (10%), Exit 

Potential (5%), Innovation (5%), and Investment Readiness (5%).  

 

Screening Panels (VCs & Jurors Present in Hubballi) 

• Investor / VC Panel:  

1. Subhadeep Mondal (Kalaari Capital) 

2. Vinod Keni (Peach Tree Capital) 

3. PV Harikrishnan (KITVEN) 

4. Riaz Maniyar (Alphaleo Ventures)  

5. Piyush Joshi (Blue Hill VC) 

6. Raghav Tondon (Pontaq VC) 

7. Girichandra Kuchnagi (SteadVista) 

8. Ajay Handa (Hans Hotel Hubballi) 

9. Venkatesh Patil (Belgaum Oxygen Pvt. Ltd) 

10. Santosh Huralikoppi (N S Infotech Limited) 

 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

 

• Jury Panel Members: 

1. Usha Jayapal - Startup Advisor  

2. Carolin Tenzer - Impact Week  

3. Dr. Sanjeev Srivastava - Dayanand Sagar University ( 

4. Deepthi Suthan - Wyser  

5. Nalini Agarwal - Indusage   

6. Shrddha Shetty - Startup Advisor  

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

SECTION 7: OFFICIAL TOP 11 SHORTLISTED STARTUPS (LEADERBOARD) 

Ran

k 

Startup 

Name 
Sector Contact Email 

Key 

Offering / 

Focus 

1 

RevoNext 
Automations 
Pvt Ltd 

 
 

Clean-Tech 
& Smart-
City  
 

automate@revonext.in 

 
 

Smart 
automation & 
clean-tech 
infrastructure 

2 

Imbos Mould 
Technologies 
Pvt Ltd 

 
 

Industrial 
Machinery  
 

sagar@imbosindia.com 

 
 

Precision 
injection 
moulding & 
tooling solutions 

3 

Kriyavers 
Private 
Limited 

 
 

AVGC  
 

girish@plazmo.in 

 
 

Animation, 
visual effects & 
gaming 
platforms 

4 

KVB Green 
Energies 

 
 

Agriculture  
 

kvbgreenenergies@gma
il.com 

 
 

Renewable agri-
energy & 
biomass 
conversion 

5 

Al Aukik 
Techlabs LLP 
(StockWatch) 

 
 

Banking & 
Finance  
 

prashanthkp3772@gmai
l.com 

 
 

Financial market 
intelligence & 
analytics 
platform 

6 

Ravtor 
Mobility 

 
 

Automotive 
/ EV  
 

ravtormobility@gmail.co
m 

 
 

Electric vehicle 
powertrain & 
mobility 
solutions 



                                                                                                 

     

7 

Krishiq 
Innovations 
LLP 

 
 

Agriculture  
 

pratijnyarachanaikar@g
mail.com 

 
 

Smart farming 
and agricultural 
supply chain 
tech 

8 

Acala Design 
and Tech Pvt 
Ltd 

 
 

Clean-Tech 
& Smart-
City  
 

acalapvtltd@gmail.com 

 
 

Sustainable 
design and 
green 
infrastructure 
tech 

9 

Beltech 
Artificial 
Intelligence 
Pvt Ltd 

 
 

Clean-Tech 
& Smart-
City  
 

shlok.agrawal@beltech.a
i 

 
 

AI-driven smart 
city optimization 
frameworks 

10 

Uday Iksa 
Private 
Limited 

 
 

Clean-Tech 
& Smart-
City  
 

shivanand@udayiksa.co
m 

 
 

Environmental 
tech and 
resource 
management 

11 

Trividhi Labs 
Private 
Limited 

 
 

IT / ITES  
 

chitra.javali@trividhilabs.
com 

 
 

Enterprise 
software and 
digital 
transformation 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

SECTION 8: FOUNDER SUPPORT DEMANDS & ECOSYSTEM 

GAPS 

• Investor Connects & Funding Access: 67 Startups (67.7%)  

• Marketing & Brand Visibility: 17 Startups (17.2%)  

• Mentoring & Technical Guidance: 6 Startups (6.1%)  

• Mixed / Broad / Unspecified: 9 Startups (9.0%)  

 

SECTION 9: RISK ANALYSIS & JURY FINDINGS 

• High-Consensus Ventures: Startups like RevoNext Automations and 

Kriyavers received uniformly high scores from all jurors due to clear 

market definitions and advanced TRL status.  

 

SECTION 10: TOP 3 VENTURES 

Imbos Mould Technologies Private Limited 

 

 

• Sector: Industrial Machinery & Manufacturing  

• Score & Standing: Rank 2 with a juried score of 72.67 / 100.  

• Contact Email: sagar@imbosindia.com 

• Focus: Precision injection moulding, tooling solutions, and 
manufacturing automation. 

 



                                                                                                 
 

Kriyavers Private Limited 

 

 

• Sector: Animation, Visual Effects, Gaming & Comics (AVGC)  

• Score & Standing: Rank 3 with a juried score of 71.83 / 100.  

• Contact Email: girish@plazmo.in 

• Focus: Interactive media platforms, digital entertainment, and 

gaming infrastructure. 

 

Trividhi Labs Private Limited 

 

 

• Sector: IT / ITES  

• Standing: Positioned among the elite Top 11 shortlisted ventures.  

• Contact Email: chitra.javali@trividhilabs.com 

• Focus: Enterprise software architecture, data intelligence, and digital 

transformation solutions. 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 
 

CXO Roundtable 
 

 
  
The Industry Leaders Engagement Roundtable brought together 

government, industry and ecosystem stakeholders to discuss priorities for 

strengthening the Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi (HDB) cluster as a 

destination for technology, manufacturing, startups and talent. 

HDB Cluster at a Glance: 

• 90K accessible white-collar talent 

• 56 new and expanded firms 

• 5,500+ direct jobs onboarded 

• 35,000+ graduates annually from 200+ colleges 

• 4,000 professionals moved into HDB 

• 4,600 professionals moved out, highlighting the need for stronger 

talent retention 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

 

Areas identified for further action included: 

• Expanding opportunities in deep-tech, defence, clean mobility and 

fintech 

• Improving startup funding and investor access 

• Strengthening women’s workforce participation and talent 

retention 

• Developing testing infrastructure and plug-and-play 

manufacturing facilities 

• Improving regional branding and ecosystem visibility 

 

The session also discussed existing government interventions, including 

ELEVATE, Karnataka Acceleration Network, Cluster Seed Fund, EMC 2.0, 

Global Technology Centres and Centres of Excellence at IIT and IIIT 

Dharwad. 

The discussion established a shared focus on retaining talent, enabling 

business growth, strengthening institutional collaboration and 

increasing the global visibility of the HDB cluster. 

 



                                                                                                 
 

Parallel Sessions 
 

3 September 2026 | 9:00 AM  - 6:00 PM | Royal Orchid, Hubballi  
 

Local talent. Skills. Opportunities. Bridging the Gaps 
to power the HDB economy.  
 

 
The Talent Roundtable at HDB Techceleration 2026, chaired by Dr. E. V. 

Ramana Reddy, IAS (Retd.), brought together industry, academia, and 

ecosystem leaders to discuss how the HDB region can convert its talent 

base into long-term economic opportunity. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Strengthening industry–academia collaboration through 

mentorship, guidance, and real-world exposure 

• Creating more internship and hands-on learning opportunities for 

students 

• Building deeper specialisation in areas such as GCCs, deep-tech, AI, 

healthcare, manufacturing, and technology 

 



                                                                                                 
 

• Aligning curriculum and skilling efforts with evolving industry 

requirements 

• Creating local career pathways to improve talent retention within 

HDB 

The session reinforced that education must move beyond credentials and 

focus on building capabilities that translate into meaningful careers and 

regional growth. 

 

EV Component Manufacturing Migration - Retooling 
Existing Lines for the EV Supply Chain  
 

 
The EV Component Manufacturing Migration Roundtable at HDB 

Techceleration 2026 explored how existing manufacturers can transition 

into the evolving EV ecosystem by leveraging their current capabilities. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Identifying opportunities for EV localisation and component 

manufacturing 

•  



                                                                                                 
 

• Enabling manufacturers to transition through retrofitting and 

retooling existing facilities 

• Understanding policy support, financing needs, and market access 

requirements 

• Addressing challenges around battery waste, recycling, lithium 

supply chains, and e-waste 

• Connecting MSMEs, startups, and industry players to strengthen 

the EV supply chain 

The session highlighted the importance of aligning policy, finance, 
manufacturing capabilities, and ecosystem support to enable a practical 
and scalable EV transition for regional industries. 
 
 

CAs & CSs as Ecosystem Enablers - Powering Startup 
and MSME Readiness 
 

 
 
The CA & CS as Ecosystem Enablers Roundtable at HDB Techceleration 

2026 explored how finance and governance professionals can support 

businesses beyond compliance and contribute to long-term growth. 



                                                                                                 
 

The discussion focused on: 

• Enabling startups through virtual CFO services, financial planning, 

and technology-driven processes 

• Supporting businesses with GST compliance, MIS, funding 

readiness, MSME listing, and unit economics 

• Helping founders improve financial understanding, operational 

efficiency, and scalability 

• Strengthening collaboration between finance professionals, 

entrepreneurs, investors, and ecosystem partners 

The session highlighted the evolving role of CAs and CSs as strategic 

partners in building sustainable, investment-ready businesses and 

supporting their journey from early stages to scale. 

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

Main Conference 
 

3 September 2026 | 9:00 AM  - 6:00 PM | Royal Orchid, Hubballi 
 

 

Glimpses From the Event 
 
From Cluster Potential to Collective Action 
 

 

The event commenced with the traditional lamp-lighting ceremony, 

bringing together government representatives, industry leaders, and 

ecosystem stakeholders from across the HDB region. 

 

The opening set the context for the day’s discussions, with a focus on 

technology, industry, talent, startups, and regional growth. The sessions 

that followed continued the broader objective of strengthening the 

Hubballi–Dharwad–Belagavi ecosystem and advancing the Beyond 

Bengaluru vision. 



                                                                                                 
 
 
Talk of the Town: From Progress to Scale 

 
In his address, Sanjeev Kumar Gupta, CEO, KDEM, reflected on the HDB 

ecosystem’s evolution over the past five years - from limited IT presence and 

institutional infrastructure to a growing regional ecosystem. 

He highlighted: 

• 35,000+ graduates contributing to the regional talent pool 

• ₹2,856 crore investment pipeline 

• 500+ startups across the ecosystem 

• Growing institutional, industry and innovation infrastructure 

The address focused on the next phase: turning HDB’s growing 

capabilities into scale and strengthening its position as a nationally and 

globally competitive destination. 

 

 
 



                                                                                                 
 
Hubballi–Belagavi Lead Anchor Address: Setting the Direction for HDB 
 

 
The Hubballi–Belagavi Lead Anchor Address at HDB Techceleration 2026 

brought industry perspectives to the table on the next phase of growth for 

the Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi cluster. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Creating 10,000 jobs through ecosystem-led growth 

• Strengthening industry-government collaboration, policy, and 

infrastructure 

• Building HDB as a distinct technology and business destination 

• Supporting startups emerging from smaller cities and towns 

• Expanding the cluster through stronger industry participation and 

the Beyond Bengaluru approach 

The session reinforced a shared direction for industry, government, and 

ecosystem partners to work together towards a stronger and more 

competitive HDB cluster in North Karnataka. 

 



                                                                                                 
 

From “Beyond Bengaluru” to Building HDB’s Own Identity 

 

 

The Dialogue on HDB Vision brought together BV Naidu, Chairman, 

KDEM, and Chaitanya Kulkarni, Founder & MD, CGK Constructions, to 

discuss what the cluster needs to move into its next phase. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Moving beyond Tier 2/Tier 3 classifications and building a distinct 

HDB identity 

• Strengthening hard and soft infrastructure to support growth 

• Connecting industry with regional talent and opportunities 

• Building on a base of 850+ DPIIT-registered startups 

• Creating stronger industry ownership and visibility for the HDB 

cluster 

The session reinforced that the next phase will require coordinated action 

across industry, government, talent, and the wider ecosystem to 

translate HDB’s existing strengths into sustained growth. 

 



                                                                                                 
 

From Digital Adoption to Shop-Floor Impact 

 

The Digitising the Local Industrial Ecosystem panel brought together 

industry leaders to examine how manufacturers can move from technology 

adoption to measurable operational improvements. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Applying Industry 4.0 to real manufacturing challenges 

• Helping MSMEs adopt targeted, practical digital solutions 

• Connecting startups with manufacturers to develop solutions 

grounded in industry needs 

The session highlighted the role of manufacturing innovation and 

technology adoption in improving competitiveness and strengthening the 

industrial ecosystem across North Karnataka.  

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

Rethinking Education for the Workforce of Tomorrow 

 

The keynote by Vijeta Sinha, Principal, Indus Altum International School, 

Belagavi, examined how education needs to evolve alongside a changing 

world. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Moving beyond traditional learning models 

• Balancing academic excellence with innovation and human 

capabilities 

• Strengthening quality education as a foundation for talent and 

regional growth 

The session highlighted the close link between education, talent 

development, and the long-term growth of North Karnataka. 

 



                                                                                                 
 

Flying Higher Together - #doittheHDBway 

 

The #BuildingGlobalManufacturingAndTechEcosystems fireside chat at 

#HDBTechceleration2026 examined what it will take for the 

#HubballiDharwadBelagavi cluster to scale its capabilities and strengthen 

its position in global manufacturing and technology. 

 
The conversation brought together Aravind Melligeri, Executive Chairman 

& CEO, Aequs Limited, and Sanjeev Kumar Gupta, CEO, KDEM. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Building on existing #Manufacturing capabilities and expanding the 

regional ecosystem 

• Helping businesses move from their first customer to scalable 

growth 

• Creating stronger #Industry ecosystems to support globally 

competitive companies 

• Developing future-ready policies that enable long-term regional 

growth 



                                                                                                 
 

The session reinforced the opportunity for HDB to build on its existing 

strengths and expand its role in Karnataka’s #Technology and 

#Manufacturing landscape. 

 

Making Regional Clusters Cities of Choice 

 

The #BeyondBengaluruDialogue – Relevance of Clusters in the New Era 

at #HDBTechceleration2026 examined what it takes for emerging clusters 

to become destinations of choice for businesses and talent. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Building distinct #ClusterIdentities around regional strengths 

• Strengthening #Talent, #Infrastructure, and industry linkages 

• Leveraging HDB’s capabilities across manufacturing, skilled talent, 

and innovation 

• Creating conditions for businesses to choose regional clusters for long-

term growth 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

The session reinforced that the success of #BeyondBengaluru will 

depend on coordinated action across government, industry, and 

ecosystem stakeholders to build self-sustaining regional economies. 

 

Connecting HDB to Global Innovation Networks 

 

The #BuildingGlobalBridges fireside chat at #HDBTechceleration2026 

explored pathways for Indian startups and companies to engage with 

international ecosystems across the UK, Netherlands, and Germany. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Building the right #Partnerships for international expansion 

• Using global networks to unlock #MarketAccess and innovation 

opportunities 

• Connecting regional talent and capabilities with international 

markets 

• Creating stronger pathways between HDB and global innovation 

ecosystems 

 



                                                                                                 
 

The session highlighted the importance of sustained international 

engagement in expanding the opportunities available to businesses from 

the HDB cluster.  

 
Building the Workforce for 2030 
 

 
The Talent & Workforce 2030 panel at HDB Techceleration 2026 examined 

how Karnataka can align education, skills, and industry needs to build a 

future-ready workforce. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Moving towards demand-driven, industry-led skilling 

• Creating stronger pathways for women’s workforce participation 

and retention 

• Increasing industry–academia collaboration and early industry 

exposure 

• Developing district-level skill plans and support systems for women 

• Promoting continuous upskilling and lifelong learning as job roles 

evolve 



                                                                                                 
 

The session emphasised that workforce readiness will depend on closer 

alignment between education, industry, government, and emerging 

employment opportunities. 

 

Building Regional Innovation Capacity  

 

The Karnataka Innovation Ecosystem session at HDB Techceleration 

2026 examined how Karnataka’s Centres of Excellence can extend 

specialised support to startups beyond Bengaluru. 

The discussion focused on: 

• Strengthening regional incubation and R&D capabilities 

• Providing startups access to AI, prototyping, mentorship, and market 

opportunities 

• Connecting academia, industry, and startups through shared 

infrastructure and expertise 

 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

The session highlighted the role of specialised institutions in building 

stronger regional innovation ecosystems and enabling startups across 

Karnataka to access capabilities beyond their immediate geography.  

 

Connecting Industry, Academia and Innovation for Regional Growth 

 

The keynote address by Raj Belgaumkar at #HDBTechceleration2026 

focused on strengthening the link between the region’s academic 

capabilities, research ecosystem, and industry requirements. 

The discussion highlighted: 

• Building stronger industry–academia partnerships to drive 

innovation 

• Aligning academic expertise with real-world industry challenges 

• Leveraging HDB’s strengths across manufacturing, healthcare, 

education, technology, and entrepreneurship 

The session reinforced the importance of a connected ecosystem where 

institutions, industries, and innovators work together to create long-term 

opportunities for North Karnataka. 



                                                                                                 
 
 

Valedictory Session 
 
When Innovation Moves From the Idea Stage to the Market 
 

  
 

  
 

 
The Product Launches at HDB Techceleration 2026 marked a tangible 

step for startups from the Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi cluster - taking 

solutions from development to a wider audience. 

 



                                                                                                 
 

Five products were launched: 

• FIXIDU 

• KRUISE – Enterprise Intelligence Platform 

• Plazmo 

• VisualVidya 

• Vocab.AI 

Spanning AI, education, enterprise solutions, and technology, the 

launches reflected the breadth of innovation emerging from the region. 

More importantly, they demonstrated what a strong ecosystem can enable: 

ideas finding platforms, products finding audiences, and startups 

finding pathways to scale. 

 
Strengthening Digital Health Innovation Through Institutional 
Partnerships  
 

 
The MoU Signings at HDB Techceleration 2026 connected emerging 

digital health and med-tech startups with DREAM TBI–DIMHANS, creating 

pathways for institutional collaboration, validation, and deployment. 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

The partnerships brought together solutions across: 

• AI-enabled psychosocial risk screening and triaging through 

SparcoLife Digital Healthcare Technologies 

• AI-driven neurodevelopmental disorder screening through 

Cognitive Grid 

• Biomedical instruments for pre-diagnostics and pro-screening 

through Wichal Research 

• Digital mental wellness solutions through Manasu – Mind Evolution 

Hub 

These collaborations reflect the role of institutional partnerships in helping 

startups bridge the gap between innovation, research, and real-world 

healthcare impact. 

 

Recognising Emerging Ventures from HDB BLUE 

  

 



                                                                                                 
 
The HDB BLUE startup programme at HDB Techceleration 2026 

recognised three ventures selected for their potential to build and scale 

from the Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi cluster. 

The recognised ventures were: 

• Imbos Mould Technologies Private Limited 

• Trividhi Labs Private Limited 

• Kriyavers Private Limited 

The recognition highlighted the role of cluster-led platforms in identifying 

promising startups, connecting them with ecosystem opportunities, and 

supporting their growth journey. 

 

Recognising Elevate Winners from the HDB Cluster 

 

Seven ventures from the Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi cluster were 

recognised under Karnataka’s flagship Elevate startup grant programme 

at HDB Techceleration 2026. 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 

1. Anucharith 

2. Neuroanalog, 

3. Trio 

4. Ckelp 

5. Specksyn 

6. Pravartya Labs 

7. SLM Infratech 

The recognition highlighted the role of state-supported programmes in 

enabling startups with access to funding support, ecosystem networks, and 

opportunities to scale. 

The initiative reflects continued efforts to strengthen the regional startup 

ecosystem and support innovation emerging from HDB. 

 

SBI’s Role in Enabling Startup and GCC Growth 

 

In his address, Alok Kumar Chaturvedi, DGM & Head (Business & 

Operations), Bengaluru South, State Bank of India, highlighted SBI’s 

efforts in supporting startups, GCCs, and the broader innovation ecosystem. 



                                                                                                 
 

Key points highlighted: 

• SBI’s dedicated GCC centre in Bengaluru has connected with 130+ 

GCCs, creating a platform for ecosystem engagement 

• The Bengaluru GCC model has enabled SBI to establish six additional 

GCC centres across India 

• SBI has funded 1,700+ startups through its dedicated startup branch 

• The bank provides support across the startup journey, from 

incorporation to scaling, through its wider ecosystem of funding and 

advisory capabilities 

The address highlighted the role of financial institutions in enabling 

innovation, supporting entrepreneurs, and strengthening the startup 

ecosystem. 

 

Building HDB Through Collaboration and Execution 

 

In his valedictory address at HDB Techceleration 2026, B. V. Naidu, 

Chairman, KDEM, highlighted the collective effort behind building the HDB  

 



                                                                                                 
 

ecosystem and the importance of strong execution to translate policies into 

outcomes. 

Key points from the address: 

• The event demonstrated the collaboration between industry, KDEM, 

and government in driving regional ecosystem growth 

• Recognised SBI’s support for startups, including 1,700 startups 

receiving ₹1,300 crore in CGT-MSE loans without collateral 

guarantees 

• Emphasised that effective policy implementation frameworks are 

essential for achieving intended outcomes 

• Acknowledged the role of industry anchors, KDEM leadership, and 

ecosystem teams in advancing the Beyond Bengaluru mission 

• Reinforced the focus on building HDB into a stronger cluster through 

sustained commitment and execution 

The address highlighted that long-term ecosystem growth depends on the 

combined efforts of policy, industry participation, and committed 

implementation teams. 

 

 



                                                                                                 
 
Vote of Thanks - Building HDB Through Collective Effort 
 

 
In his valedictory address at HDB Techceleration 2026, Venkatesh 

Deshpande, Cluster Head – Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi, KDEM, 

acknowledged the support of industry anchors, ecosystem partners, 

sponsors, and stakeholders who contributed to the success of the event. 

Key points from the address: 

• Recognised the collective effort and support from the HDB ecosystem 

in building the platform 

• Acknowledged the role of industry anchors in guiding and 

strengthening cluster initiatives 

• Highlighted the importance of continued collaboration to build on 

the momentum created 

• Reiterated the commitment to working together towards the next 

phase of HDB’s growth 

The address concluded with an emphasis on sustained partnership and 

collective action in advancing the Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi ecosystem. 

 



                                                                                                 
 

Pre-Event Social Media Posts 
 

TOTAL NO. OF POSTS – 61 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
   

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 

 
 
 



                                                                                                 
 
 

Media Coverage 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND PR REVIEW 
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1st Sector, HSR Layout, 

Bengaluru, Karnataka 560102, India 
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